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LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY IN 
ETHIOPIA:

• 80 million cattle, sheep, goats, camels in Ethiopia (40 million are 
cattle, half of which are for  draft)

• Contribute 1/3 of ag GDP/16% of total GDP
• 90% of crop production is dependent on draft animals
• 2/3 of the population depends at least in part on livestock (11.4 

million households)
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Feed Resources (good year; mt/year)             68,290,410                    28,076,555                      48,853,394 
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Feed Enhancement for Ethiopian 
Development – Phase II 

(FEED II)
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The logical basis for FEED:

• Raising of livestock is a major livelihood activity and source of 
income in Ethiopia

• Quantity and quality of feed resources are major constraints to 
livestock production

• Lessening these constraints should lead to improved livestock 
producer income, standards of living and, ultimately, improved 
national economic development
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• Increase the productivity of livestock and poultry in Ethiopia by 
developing the animal feed sector

• Expand trade of agricultural products in the livestock and 
poultry sectors by introducing and expanding fattening, poultry 
and dairy enterprises

Intended Outcomes:
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• Strategies for addressing feed quantity and 
quality:

• Increase the size of the feed resource base through:
• Increased adoption of improved forages
• Improved pasture management
• Development of new/alternative feeds

• Improve utilization of existing feed resources through:
• Use of formulated feeds and supplements to better 

balance animal diets
• Optimized feeding and grazing management systems
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FEED MAIN ACTIVITIES
1. Develop feed ingredient supply chain and service sector
2. Develop feed manufacturing enterprises
3. Develop sustainable forage production system
4. Introduce and expand feedlot (fattening), poultry and dairy 

enterprises
5. Promote improved on-farm feeding practices
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Regions FEED II Cooperative Unions FEED I Cooperative Unions 

Amhara 1.Megenagna
2.Giyon
3.Mota
4.Gozemen
5.Damot
6.Admasi

1.Merkeb
2.Wodera
3.Erikum

Oromia 1.Biftu Selale
2.Galema
3.Aris Dairy 
4.Diro Langano
5.Becho Woliso
6.Guto Gida
7.Meki Batu

1.Selale
2.Wonji
3.Ambo

SNNPR 1.Walta
2.Adimas
3.Melki
4.Michno Amba
5.Ayse Dawuro
6.Yirgachafe

1.Sidama Elto
2.Licha Hadiya
3.Damot Wolayta

Tigray 1.Humera
2.Tekeze
3.Felege
4.Geter Aduwa
5.Hawulit
6.D/Tenben

1.Enderat
2.Wulwulo
3.Bokra

Total membership: FEED I + II

1,271,129 (14% female)
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Commercial Feed Manufacturer Locations
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Formulated Feed Production

Firm Type No of 
Firms

Single Shift 
Annual Capacity 

(MT)
FEED I and II 

Cooperative 
Unions

25 48,000 (27%)

Domestic Private 
Sector 

Enterprises
23 103,880 (59%)

Domestic/Interna
tional partnership 1 24,000 (14%)

Total 49 175,880

Alema Koudijs Co. 
Debre Zeit, Oromia
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Future Prospects
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Strengths of Union Based Feed Enterprises

- Transparency
- Reach to smallholder level
- Serve underserved communities
- Linkage to other unions
- Economies of scale
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Weaknesses of Union Based Feed Enterprises
- Weak management
- Staff turnover
- Weak connection with members
- Lack of commercial orientation
- Bureaucracy
- Political interference
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Three research themes?

Three development solutions?
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