
Photo Credit Goes Here

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Livestock Systems

Publishing Best Practices Webinar Series:

BEING EXPANSIVE: SHARING YOUR WORK IN 

WAYS YOU MAY NOT HAVE CONSIDERED

Presented by the Local Capacity Development Crosscutting Theme

01 December 2023



Presented in collaboration 

with the University of 

Florida Libraries

TERRY KIT SELFE, DC, PhD

Academic Research Consulting & Services

University of Florida



Outline

Disseminating your findings

• Why it is important

• Public good

• Personal interest

• Methods of sharing findings

• Presenting at conferences

• Original research article

• Brief report / Short communication

• Other possible publications related to your work

• Study protocol

• Literature review
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Disseminating Your Findings

Why it is important

• Research needs to reach others to have an impact

• Positive findings can be further developed or 

implemented

• Sharing negative findings can save others from wasting                   

time and other resources on dead ends

• Funders expect researchers to publish

• Some funders require publications to be made freely                

available to the public

• Researchers are often assessed on publication 

metrics

• Number of publications

• Citation counts



Disseminating Your Findings

What and where?
• Presentations at conferences

• Articles in scholarly journals
• Original research articles

• Brief reports / Short communications
• Results from more limited original research

• Study protocols

• Literature reviews



Conference Presentations

Generally precedes publication of research article
• Typical formats: posters and oral presentations 

Identify relevant conferences that reach your audience
• Look at conference website for scope and specific topics

• Look at call for abstracts for template or instructions
• Some also include a scoring rubric

• Abstracts of presentations are often published
• Consider using same authorship criteria you would use for an article

• Some journals require all authors named on a presentation abstract 

to be included on subsequent journal articles

• Avoid predatory conferences
• Think, Check, Attend

https://thinkcheckattend.org/


How to avoid predatory conferences – Resource

Think, Check, Attend
• Guide to choosing conferences 
• https://thinkcheckattend.org/

Image from https://thinkcheckattend.org/ retrieved 2023-11-20

https://thinkcheckattend.org/
https://thinkcheckattend.org/


How to avoid predatory conferences – Resource

Think, Check, Attend
• Checklist for assessing conferences 
• Does the conference scope match your needs?

• Have you or your colleagues attended before? 

• Are you aware of the society / association organizing the conference? 

• Have you read any papers or abstracts from this conference before?

• Is the information presented clearly on the conference website?

• Is it clear what fees will be charged? 

• Is the type of peer review stated? 

• Have you heard of editorial committee members?

• Have you heard of keynote speakers? 

• Is it clear where proceedings will be published and indexed?
• Does publisher belong to recognized industry organization (e.g., COPE, 

OASPA, DOAJ)?

Image from https://thinkcheckattend.org/check/

retrieved 2023-11-20

https://thinkcheckattend.org/check/


Peer-reviewed Journal Articles

Gold standard

Types of articles
• Original research articles
• Original research articles
• Results of original research

• Brief reports / Short communications
• Complete description of a limited investigation

• Study protocols
• Focus is on study methods

• Literature reviews
• Different types of reviews include narrative, systematic



Brief Reports / Short Communications

What and why?
• Typically a short but complete description of a limited study

• Consider for papers on pilot studies, small sample size, etc.
• Limited word count compared to original research articles
• e.g., Livestock Science: ≤ 5 journal pages (original research article allows 

up to 12 pages)

Image from https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/livestock-science/publish/guide-for-authors retrieved 2023-11-20

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/livestock-science/publish/guide-for-authors


Study Protocols

What and why?
• Details the design and methods of a proposed study

• Published before the study is conducted
• Promotes transparency

• More detailed methods section than possible in most original 

research articles
• Promotes reproducibility



Study Protocols

Where?
• Dimensions 

search for journals
• Topic and 

“study protocol”

Image from https://www.dimensions.ai/ retrieved 2023-11-20

https://www.dimensions.ai/


Study Protocols

Where?
• Dimensions 

search
• Topic 

AND

“study 

protocol”
• Look at

Source Title

for journals

Image from https://app.dimensions.ai/discover/publication?search_mode=content&search_text=livestock%20AND%20%22study%20protocol%22&search_type=kws&search_field=full_search retrieved 

2023-11-20

Analytical views 

for all titles

https://app.dimensions.ai/discover/publication?search_mode=content&search_text=livestock%20AND%20%22study%20protocol%22&search_type=kws&search_field=full_search


Study Protocols

Where?
• Dimensions 

search
• Topic 

AND

“study 

protocol”
• Look at

Source Title

for journals

Image from
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Study Protocols
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Study Protocols

Where?
• Dimensions 

search
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for journals
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Study Protocols

Where?
• Dimensions 

search
• Topic 

AND

“study 

protocol”
• Look at

Source Title

for journals

Image from
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Study Protocols

How?
• Check journal for any requirements
• e.g., PLOS ONE

Image from https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/submission-guidelines#loc-

study-protocols retrieved 2023-11-20

SPIRIT 

schedule and 

checklist if 

Clinical Trial

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/submission-guidelines#loc-study-protocols


Study Protocols

How?
• Check journal                                                                                   

for requirements
• e.g., PLOS ONE

Image from https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/submission-guidelines#loc-

study-protocols retrieved 2023-11-20

PLOS ONE 

sample Study 

Protocol 

template

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/submission-guidelines#loc-study-protocols


Study Protocols

How?
• SPIRIT (Standard Protocol Items: Recommendations for 

Interventional Trials)
• For clinical trial protocols

Image from https://www.spirit-statement.org/ retrieved 2023-11-20

https://www.spirit-statement.org/


Text recycling aka self-plagiarism
• Same text appearing in more than one of an author’s own 

articles
• Common issue, especially with use of plagiarism detection software

• Opinions vary as to whether this is an acceptable practice

• COPE has guidelines that summarize the key points to consider
• The amount of text recycled

• The section of the article where the recycling occurred
• Intro: sometimes unavoidable

• Methods: not uncommon

• Results: almost always unacceptable

• Discussion: some amount may be acceptable; however, focus should be on putting 

current results in context of  the existing literature

• Whether the original article containing the recycled text was cited

Potential Issue

https://publicationethics.org/text-recycling-guidelines 

https://publicationethics.org/sites/default/files/Web_A29298_COPE_Text_Recycling.pdf
https://publicationethics.org/text-recycling-guidelines


Literature Reviews

What and why?
• An overview and synthesis of the existing research on a topic

• Many different types
• Narrative review
• Consider adapting from grant proposal, dissertation 

• Systematic review
• Most rigorous

• Conducting a literature review enhances your knowledge base

• Publishing a high-quality review demonstrates that you are well 

versed in the literature in the subject area
• Can be useful in future grant applications



Literature Reviews

Where?
• Many journals publish review articles
• Some by invitation only
• Check journal before submitting

• e.g., Livestock Science

Image from https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/livestock-science/publish/guide-for-authors retrieved 2023-11-20

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/livestock-science/publish/guide-for-authors


Literature Reviews

How?
• PRISMA (Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic reviews and 

Meta-Analyses)
• For systematic                                                                                     

reviews
• Required by                                                                                                     

some journals

• e.g., Journal of                                                                                      

Dairy Science

Image from https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/livestock-science/publish/guide-for-authors retrieved 2023-11-20

Image from https://www.adsa.org/

Publications/Journal-of-Dairy-Science/

jds-authors retrieved 2023-10-29

Requires completed checklist

PRISMA

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/livestock-science/publish/guide-for-authors
https://www.journalofdairyscience.org/pb-assets/Health%20Advance/journals/jods/JODS-Instruct-for-Contributors-2023-Policies-1675367345593.pdf
https://www.adsa.org/Publications/Journal-of-Dairy-Science/jds-authors


Literature Reviews

How?
• PRISMA (Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic reviews and 

Meta-Analyses)
• From Equator

Network

Image from https://www.equator-network.org/reporting-guidelines/prisma/ retrieved 2023-11-20

https://www.equator-network.org/reporting-guidelines/prisma/
https://www.equator-network.org/reporting-guidelines/prisma/


Data

What and why?
• Dataset required to replicate all findings that were reported
• Includes metadata

• Promotes transparency

• Required by some funders
• e.g., National Institutes of Health

• Encouraged by some                                                             

journals
• e.g., Livestock Science

• Required by some journals
• e.g., PLOS

Image from https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/data-availability retrieved 2023-11-20

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/data-availability


Data

Where?
• Data repositories
• e.g. PLOS participating repositories

Image from https://plos.org/open-science/open-data/ retrieved 2023-11-20

https://plos.org/open-science/open-data/


Data

Where?
• Data repositories
• e.g. re3data

Image from https://www.re3data.org/browse/by-country/ retrieved 2023-11-20

https://www.re3data.org/browse/by-country/


Data

Where?
• Data repositories
• e.g. re3data

Image from https://www.re3data.org/browse/by-country/ retrieved 2023-11-20

Ethiopia (1)

Kenya (6)

Niger (1)

Burkina
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https://www.re3data.org/browse/by-country/


Data

Where?
• Data repositories
• e.g. re3data

Image from https://www.re3data.org/browse/by-subject/ retrieved 2023-11-20

Agriculture,

Forestry,

Horticulture

and Veterinary

Medicine

https://www.re3data.org/browse/by-subject/


Data Repositories – Resource

Image from https://sharing.nih.gov/data-management-and-sharing-policy/sharing-scientific-data/selecting-a-data-repository retrieved 2023-10-29

Data repository advice from NIH

https://sharing.nih.gov/data-management-and-sharing-policy/sharing-scientific-data/selecting-a-data-repository


Recap

Disseminating your findings

• Why it is important

• Research needs to reach people to have impact

• Methods of sharing findings

• Presenting at conferences

• Original research article; Brief report / Short communication

• Other possible publications related to your work

• Study protocol
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Resources

Think, Check, Attend. https://thinkcheckattend.org/

Equator-Network. https://www.equator-network.org/reporting-guidelines/prisma/

PLOS ONE. https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/submission-guidelines#loc-study-protocols; 

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/data-availability

Livestock Science: https://www.elsevier.com/journals/livestock-science/1871-1413/guide-for-authors

Journal of Dairy Science: https://www.journalofdairyscience.org/pb-assets/Health%20Advance/journals/jods/JODS-

Instruct-for-Contributors-2023-Policies-1675367345593.pdf

Page MJ, McKenzie JE, Bossuyt PM, Boutron I, Hoffmann TC, Mulrow CD, Shamseer L, Tetzlaff JM, Akl EA, Brennan SE, Chou R, Glanville 

J, Grimshaw JM, Hróbjartsson A, Lalu MM, Li T, Loder EW, Mayo-Wilson E, McDonald S, McGuinness LA, Stewart LA, Thomas J, Tricco 

AC, Welch VA, Whiting P, Moher D. The PRISMA 2020 statement: An updated guideline for reporting systematic reviews.. PLoS Med. 

2021;18(3):e1003583. PMID: 33780438

Dimensions database. https://www.dimensions.ai

https://thinkcheckattend.org/
https://www.equator-network.org/reporting-guidelines/prisma/
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/submission-guidelines#loc-study-protocols
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/data-availability
https://www.elsevier.com/journals/livestock-science/1871-1413/guide-for-authors
https://www.journalofdairyscience.org/pb-assets/Health%20Advance/journals/jods/JODS-Instruct-for-Contributors-2023-Policies-1675367345593.pdf
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33780438/
https://www.dimensions.ai/
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