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Outline

Open access journals

• Directory of Open Access Journals

• Criteria for inclusion

• Types of OA articles

• Gold

• Green

• Positive aspects of OA

• Freely available to readers

• Better dissemination

• Potentially increased citations and impact

• Negative aspects of OA

• Cost to authors

• Predatory journals that take advantage of OA model
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Open Access Journals

Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)

• A freely available, searchable index of OA journals

Image from https://doaj.org/ retrieved 2023-11-08
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Open Access Journals

Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)

• DOAJ’s criteria are a gold standard for open access publishing

Image from https://doaj.org/apply/guide/#basic-criteria-for-inclusion/ retrieved 2023-11-08
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Open Access Journals

Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)

• A freely available, searchable index of OA journals

Image from https://doaj.org/search/journals?ref=homepage-

box&source=%7B%22query%22%3A%7B%22query_string%22%3A%7B%22query%22%3A%22livestock%22%2C%22default_operator%22%3A%22AND%22%7D%7D%2C%22track_total_hits

%22%3Atrue%7D/ retrieved 2023-11-08
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Open Access Articles

Types of OA

• Gold 

• Article is made available immediately after publication and remains 

permanently accessible to all for free 

• Authors retain copyright

• Most permission barriers are removed

• Typically requires payment of an Article Publishing Charge (APC)

• Some journals waive APCs for authors from low-income countries

• Can be in fully OA journal or hybrid journal

• Hybrid: subscription-based journal that offers an OA option per article

https://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/authorandreviewertutorials/open-access/what-is-open-access/10286522

https://www.elsevier.com/researcher/author/open-access

https://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/authorandreviewertutorials/open-access/what-is-open-access/10286522
https://www.elsevier.com/researcher/author/open-access


Open Access Articles

Types of OA

• Green 

• Version of the author’s manuscript is made available in a repository

• Copyright usually retained by publisher

• Restrictions on how work may be reused

• Publisher dictates which version of the manuscript may be made 

openly accessible and when
• Often imposes a waiting period before the article is allowed to be shared

• Check Sherpa Romeo for publishers’ policy on self-archiving 

https://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/authorandreviewertutorials/open-access/what-is-open-access/10286522

https://www.elsevier.com/researcher/author/open-access

https://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
https://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/authorandreviewertutorials/open-access/what-is-open-access/10286522
https://www.elsevier.com/researcher/author/open-access


Journal Self-Archiving Policies – Resource

Sherpa Romeo

• Search

Image from https://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/ retrieved 2023-11-12
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Journal Self-Archiving Policies – Resource

Sherpa Romeo

• Search 

• Livestock Science
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Image from https://www.research4life.org/about/programs/ retrieved 2023-

11-12

https://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
https://www.research4life.org/about/programs/


Journal Self-Archiving Policies – Resource

Sherpa Romeo

• Search 

• Livestock Science

Image from https://www.sherpa.ac.uk/id/publication/16952 retrieved 2023-11-12
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11-12
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Journal Self-Archiving Policies – Resource

Sherpa Romeo

• Search 

• Livestock Science
• To use published                                                                                          

version

Image from https://www.sherpa.ac.uk/id/publication/16952 retrieved 2023-11-12

Image from https://www.research4life.org/about/programs/ retrieved 2023-

11-12
Published

Version

https://www.sherpa.ac.uk/id/publication/16952
https://www.research4life.org/about/programs/


Journal Self-Archiving Policies – Resource

Sherpa Romeo

• Search 

• Livestock Science
• To use accepted                                                                                              

version

Image from https://www.sherpa.ac.uk/id/publication/16952 retrieved 2023-11-12

Image from https://www.research4life.org/about/programs/ retrieved 2023-

11-12
Accepted

Version

https://www.sherpa.ac.uk/id/publication/16952
https://www.research4life.org/about/programs/


Open Access Articles

Why you might want to choose OA

• Makes article freely available to readers

• Reduces barriers to access

• Work reaches more people

• Potentially increased citations and impact



Open Access Publications – Dimensions example

All publications

• 47,539,168 of 140,193,904 are Open Access (33.91%)

Image from  https://app.dimensions.ai/discover/publication retrieved 2023-11-07

https://app.dimensions.ai/discover/publication


Open Access Publications – Dimensions example

Limited to OA publications

• Mean citations overall, 14.50

Image from https://app.dimensions.ai/discover/publication?or_facet_open_access_status=oa_all retrieved 2023-11-07

https://app.dimensions.ai/discover/publication?or_facet_open_access_status=oa_all


Open Access Publications – Dimensions example

Limited to non-OA (closed) publications

• Mean citations overall, 12.35 (vs. 14.50 for OA)

Image from https://app.dimensions.ai/discover/publication?and_facet_open_access_status=closed retrieved 2023-11-07

https://app.dimensions.ai/discover/publication?and_facet_open_access_status=closed


Open Access Publications – Dimensions example

Livestock search

• 530,472 of 1,320,115 are Open Access (40.18%)

Image from  https://app.dimensions.ai/discover/publication retrieved 2023-11-07

https://app.dimensions.ai/discover/publication


Open Access Publications – Dimensions example

Livestock search limited to OA publications

• Mean citations overall, 18.22

Image from  https://app.dimensions.ai/discover/publication?search_mode=content&search_text=livestock&search_type=kws&search_field=full_search&or_facet_open_access_status=oa_all retrieved 2023-11-07
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Open Access Publications – Dimensions example

Livestock search limited to non-OA (closed) publications

• Mean citations overall, 16.50 (vs. 18.22 for OA)

Image from https://app.dimensions.ai/discover/publication?search_mode=content&search_text=livestock&search_type=kws&search_field=full_search&and_facet_open_access_status=closed retrieved 2023-11-07

https://app.dimensions.ai/discover/publication?search_mode=content&search_text=livestock&search_type=kws&search_field=full_search&and_facet_open_access_status=closed


Open Access Publications – Dimensions example

Livestock search limited to OA publications

• OA is growing

Image from  https://app.dimensions.ai/analytics/publication/

open_access_status/timeline?search_mode=content&search_text=livestock&search_type=kws

&search_field=full_search&or_facet_open_access_status=oa_all retrieved 2023-11-07

https://app.dimensions.ai/analytics/publication/open_access_status/timeline?search_mode=content&search_text=livestock&search_type=kws&search_field=full_search&or_facet_open_access_status=oa_all
https://app.dimensions.ai/analytics/publication/open_access_status/timeline?search_mode=content&search_text=livestock&search_type=kws&search_field=full_search&or_facet_open_access_status=oa_all
https://app.dimensions.ai/analytics/publication/open_access_status/timeline?search_mode=content&search_text=livestock&search_type=kws&search_field=full_search&or_facet_open_access_status=oa_all


Open Access Articles

OA is sometimes a requirement

• Public access mandates

• Some funders require that articles resulting from research they 

funded be made freely available to the public 

• E.g.. In the US, the National Institutes of Health (NIH) requires all NIH-funded 

researchers to submit an electronic version of their final, accepted, peer-

reviewed manuscript to PubMed Central (the NIH repository) upon 

acceptance for publication, to be made available to the public no more than 

12 months after the official date of publication

• Know what your funder requires 



Funders’ Requirements – Resource

Registry of Open Access Repository Mandates and Policies 

(ROARMAP)

• Browse

•

Image from https://roarmap.eprints.org/view/policymaker_type/funder.html retrieved 2023-11-11

https://roarmap.eprints.org/view/policymaker_type/funder.html


Funders’ Requirements – Resource

Registry of Open Access Repository Mandates and Policies 

(ROARMAP)

• Example

•

Image from https://roarmap.eprints.org/687/ retrieved 2023-11-11

https://roarmap.eprints.org/687/


Finding Repositories – Resource

OpenDOAR

• Directory of Open                                                                                  

Access Repositories

• Search or browse

Image from https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar/ retrieved 2023-11-11

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar/


Finding Repositories – Resource

OpenDOAR

• Search by name

• E.g., PubMed Central

Image from

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/id/repository/267

retrieved 2023-11-11

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/id/repository/267


Finding Repositories – Resource

OpenDOAR

• Browse by country

Image from https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/view/repository_by_country/ retrieved 2023-11-11

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/view/repository_by_country/


Finding Repositories – Resource

OpenDOAR

• Browse by country

Image from https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/view/repository_by_country/ retrieved 2023-11-11

Ethiopia (6)

Kenya (47)

Uganda (15)

Nigeria (31)

Nepal (2)

Rwanda (2)

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/view/repository_by_country/


Finding Repositories – Resource

OpenDOAR

• Browse by country

Image from

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/view/repository_by_country/Nigeria.html/

retrieved 2023-11-11

Nigeria (31)

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/view/repository_by_country/Nigeria.html
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/view/repository_by_country/


Open Access Scenarios

Sufficient funds available for APCs

• Could pay for gold OA and make article immediately accessible 

to readers

• If the APCs are covered by a grant, be sure to publish before 

grant ends and funds become unavailable

• Sometimes it is difficult to complete the research and publish the 

findings within the grant period

• If counting on waiver of APCs by journal, be sure you qualify

• Know the journal’s eligibility criteria

• Having even one coauthor from a non-qualifying country may make the 

article ineligible for the waiver



Open Access Scenarios

Research funded by organization with public access mandate

• Need to publish in a journal that allows article to be OA so you 

can comply with mandate

• Check funder to see specific requirements that must be met

• What version is acceptable?

• What, if any, embargo period is allowed?

• Do they specify a particular repository? (e.g., NIH and PMC)

• Check journal’s public access policy for agreement on all points

• Can also check Sherpa Romeo to see what journal allows

• Grant may allow you to include APCs in budget

• That said, complying with a public access mandate doesn’t 

necessarily require money

• E.g., Author can comply with NIH by submitting accepted manuscript for 

deposit in PMC

https://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/


Open Access Scenarios

Unfunded research, no institutional funds for OA, no waiver 

available

• Might choose to publish in a subscription-based journal at no or 

little cost that allows free green OA

• Check Sherpa Romeo

• There are some free OA journals available

• Check DOAJ and pick ‘Without fees’ box 

• If you choose no OA option, consider finding a subscription-

based journal that is widely available in many libraries

• Readers would have access through their library or via interlibrary 

loan

• Check WorldCat / https://worldcat.org/fr

• Check Research4Life

https://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
https://doaj.org/
https://worldcat.org/
https://worldcat.org/fr
https://portal.research4life.org/


Journal Availability – Resource

WorldCat

Image from https://worldcat.org/ retrieved 2023-11-12

https://worldcat.org/


Journal Availability – Resource

WorldCat

Image from https://worldcat.org/search?q=livestock+science&itemSubType=jrnl-digital%2Cjrnl-print&itemType=jrnl&limit=10&offset=1&orderBy=location retrieved 2023-11-12

https://worldcat.org/search?q=livestock+science&itemSubType=jrnl-digital%2Cjrnl-print&itemType=jrnl&limit=10&offset=1&orderBy=location


Journal Availability – Resource

WorldCat

Image from https://worldcat.org/title/1030857773 retrieved 2023-11-12

https://worldcat.org/title/1030857773


Journal Availability – Resource

Research4Life

• Group A countries

• Free access

• Group B 

• Low-cost access

Image from https://www.research4life.org/access/eligibility/ retrieved 2023-11-12

Image from https://www.research4life.org/about/programs/ retrieved 2023-

11-12

https://www.research4life.org/access/eligibility/
https://www.research4life.org/about/programs/


Journal Availability – Resource

Access to Global Online Research in

Agriculture (AGORA)

• Research4Life only lists DOAJ journals

Image from https://www.fao.org/agora/frequently-asked-questions-faqs retrieved 2023-11-12

Image from https://www.research4life.org/about/programs/ retrieved 2023-11-12

https://www.fao.org/agora/frequently-asked-questions-faqs
https://www.research4life.org/about/programs/


Article Availability – Resource

Unpaywall

• Browser extension

• Chrome and Firefox

Image from https://unpaywall.org/products/extension retrieved 2023-11-07

https://unpaywall.org/products/extension


Article Availability – Resource

Unpaywall

• Browser extension

• Chrome and Firefox

Image from https://unpaywall.org/welcome retrieved 2023-11-07

https://unpaywall.org/welcome


Open Access Articles

Concerns with OA

• Gold OA can be cost-prohibitive

• APCs can be thousands of dollars

• There are predatory journals that take advantage of OA model
• Care needs to be taken to verify OA journal is reputable

• “Predatory journals and publishers are entities that prioritize self-

interest at the expense of scholarship and are characterized by false 

or misleading information, deviation from best editorial and 

publication practices, a lack of transparency, and/or the use of 

aggressive and indiscriminate solicitation practices.” 1

1. Grudniewicz A, Moher D, Cobey KD, Bryson GL, Cukier S, Allen K, Ardern C, Balcom L, Barros T, Berger M, Ciro JB, Cugusi L, Donaldson MR, Egger M, Graham ID, Hodgkinson M, Khan KM, Mabizela M, Manca A, 

Milzow K, Mouton J, Muchenje M, Olijhoek T, Ommaya A, Patwardhan B, Poff D, Proulx L, Rodger M, Severin A, Strinzel M, Sylos-Labini M, Tamblyn R, van Niekerk M, Wicherts JM, Lalu MM. Predatory journals: no 

definition, no defence. Nature. 2019 Dec;576(7786):210-212. doi: 10.1038/d41586-019-03759-y. PMID: 31827288.

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-03759-y


Why avoid predatory journals?

Potentially viewed as research misconduct

Image from https://www.biochemia-medica.com/en/journal/31/3/10.11613/BM.2021.030201 retrieved 2023-11-07

Yeo-Teh NSL, Tang BL. Wilfully submitting to and publishing in predatory journals - a covert form of research misconduct?. Biochem Med (Zagreb). 2021;31:030201 

https://www.biochemia-medica.com/en/journal/31/3/10.11613/BM.2021.030201


Why avoid predatory journals?

Potential waste of resources
• Findings may not reach audience

• Article is less likely to be cited
• ICMJE specifically recommends against citing articles published in 

predatory journals

May harm author’s reputation
• Article may suffer due to lack of peer review and quality control

• Those recognizing a predatory publication may question 

author’s judgment or motives

Bad for science
• In the absence of proper peer review and quality control, more 

articles reporting questionable findings and unsupported 

conclusions are likely to be published



How to avoid predatory journals – Resource

Think, Check, Submit
• Guides to choosing trusted publishers 
• https://thinkchecksubmit.org/

Image from https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals/ retrieved 2023-11-13

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals/


How to avoid predatory journals – Resource

Think, Check, Submit
• Guides to choosing trusted publishers 
• https://thinkchecksubmit.org/

Image from https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals/french/ retrieved 2023-11-13

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals/french/


How to avoid predatory journals – Resource

Think, Check, Submit
• Checklist for assessing journals 
• Do you or your colleagues know the journal? 

• Can you easily identify and contact the publisher? 

• Is the journal clear about the type of peer review it uses? 
• Does the journal guarantee acceptance or a very short peer review time? 

• Are articles indexed and/or archived in dedicated services? 

• Are guidelines provided for authors on the publisher website? 
• Does the publisher have a clear policy regarding potential conflicts of 

interest for authors, editors and reviewers?

• Is it clear what fees will be charged? 

• Is the publisher a member of a                                                   

recognized industry initiative?
• E.g., COPE, DOAJ, OASPA

Images from https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals/ retrieved 2023-11-13

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals/


Principles of Transparency and Best Practice in 

Scholarly Publishing

Example

Image from https://publicationethics.org/files/COPE_Principles_of_Transparency_Poster_0.pdf retrieved 2023-08-22

https://publicationethics.org/files/COPE_Principles_of_Transparency_Poster_0.pdf%20retrieved%202023-08-22


Principles of Transparency and Best Practice in 

Scholarly Publishing

Example

Image from https://publicationethics.org/files/COPE_Principles_of_Transparency_Poster_0.pdf retrieved 2023-08-22

https://publicationethics.org/files/COPE_Principles_of_Transparency_Poster_0.pdf%20retrieved%202023-08-22


Principles of Transparency and Best Practice in 

Scholarly Publishing

Example

Image from https://publicationethics.org/files/COPE_Principles_of_Transparency_Poster_0.pdf retrieved 2023-08-22

https://publicationethics.org/files/COPE_Principles_of_Transparency_Poster_0.pdf%20retrieved%202023-08-22


Principles of Transparency and Best Practice in 

Scholarly Publishing

Example

Image from https://publicationethics.org/files/COPE_Principles_of_Transparency_Poster_0.pdf retrieved 2023-08-22

https://publicationethics.org/files/COPE_Principles_of_Transparency_Poster_0.pdf%20retrieved%202023-08-22


Recap

Open access journals

• Directory of Open Access Journals

• Criteria for inclusion

• Types of OA articles

• Gold: typically charge APCs

• Green: often accepted version posted to repository 

• Reasons you might want to choose OA

• Freely available to readers

• Better dissemination

• Potentially increased citations and impact

• Possible concerns

• Gold OA can be cost-prohibitive

• Avoiding predatory journals
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Resources
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13(9):e0203156. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0203156

Langham-Putrow A, Bakker C, Riegelman A (2021) Is the open access citation advantage real? A systematic review of the citation of 

open access and subscription-based articles. PLoS ONE 16(6): e0253129. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0253129 

Borrego, Á. (2023), Article processing charges for open access journal publishing: A review. Learned Publishing, 36: 359-378. 

https://doi.org/10.1002/leap.1558 
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36: 19, 1–7; DOI: https://doi.org/10.1629/uksg.631
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https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8611en
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8611fr
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0203156
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0253129
https://doi.org/10.1002/leap.1558
https://doi.org/10.1629/uksg.631
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Next webinar: 01 December 2023 (Friday)

Topic: BEING EXPANSIVE: SHARING MY WORK IN 

WAYS I MAY NOT HAVE CONSIDERED

Time: 8:00 a.m. U.S. Eastern Standard Time (EST)

Connect by Zoom: 
https://ufl.zoom.us/j/95299256589?pwd=M2t0UDlkckFRYXg2Rm0zdzNZSzU4QT09

https://ufl.zoom.us/j/95299256589?pwd=M2t0UDlkckFRYXg2Rm0zdzNZSzU4QT09
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