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Outline

Publishing ethics and best practices

• Principles of Transparency and Best Practice in Scholarly 

Publishing

• Publisher’s responsibilities per COPE, DOAJ, OASPA, and WAME

• Singapore Statement 2010 

• Guidelines meant to foster greater integrity in                             

research worldwide

• Our focus will be on researcher responsibilities related to                

publishing

• International Committee of Medical Journal Editors

• Best practices and ethical standards in conduct and                 

reporting of research 
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Principles of Transparency and Best Practice in 

Scholarly Publishing

Identified by a collaboration among scholarly organizations
• Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) 

• Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) 

• Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association (OASPA) 

• World Association of Medical Editors (WAME)

16 areas on which membership applications are evaluated

https://publicationethics.org/resources/guidelines-new/principles-transparency-and-best-practice-scholarly-publishing

https://publicationethics.org/resources/guidelines-new/principles-transparency-and-best-practice-scholarly-publishing


Principles of Transparency and Best Practice in 

Scholarly Publishing

Example

Image from https://publicationethics.org/files/COPE_Principles_of_Transparency_Poster_0.pdf retrieved 2023-08-22

https://publicationethics.org/files/COPE_Principles_of_Transparency_Poster_0.pdf%20retrieved%202023-08-22
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Best Practices in Scholarly Publishing – Example

Example

Image from https://www.elsevier.com/journals/livestock-science/1871-1413/guide-for-authors

retrieved 2023-09-23

https://www.elsevier.com/journals/livestock-science/1871-1413/guide-for-authors


Best Practices in Scholarly Publishing – Example 

Image from 

https://publicationethics.org/files/COPE_Principles_

of_Transparency_Poster_0.pdf retrieved 2023-08-22

Policy on conflicts of interest/competing interests

Image from https://www.elsevier.com/journals/livestock-science/1871-1413/guide-for-authors retrieved 2023-09-23

https://publicationethics.org/files/COPE_Principles_of_Transparency_Poster_0.pdf%20retrieved%202023-08-22
https://www.elsevier.com/journals/livestock-science/1871-1413/guide-for-authors


Best Practices in Scholarly Publishing – Example 

Image from 

https://publicationethics.org/files/COPE_Principles_

of_Transparency_Poster_0.pdf retrieved 2023-08-22

Policy on authorship and contributorship

Image from https://www.elsevier.com/journals/livestock-science/1871-1413/guide-for-authors retrieved 2023-09-23

https://publicationethics.org/files/COPE_Principles_of_Transparency_Poster_0.pdf%20retrieved%202023-08-22
https://www.elsevier.com/journals/livestock-science/1871-1413/guide-for-authors


Publishing Ethics – Researcher responsibilities

World Conferences on Research Integrity Foundation (WCRIF)
• Promotes research integrity through world conferences

• Integrity refers to principles and standards meant to ensure 

trustworthiness and validity of research

• Researcher behaviors that impact research integrity
• Research misconduct
• Fabrication

• Falsification

• Plagiarism

• Detrimental research practices
• E.g., Inappropriate assignment of authorship, incomplete reporting

• Responsible research practices
• E.g., honest reporting, transparency about competing interests

https://www.wcri2021.org/foundation/mission

https://www.wcri2021.org/foundation/mission


Research Misconduct – Example

US Health and Human Services Office of Research Integrity

• One example
• Research Associate Professor “…engaged in research misconduct by 

knowingly and intentionally falsifying and/or fabricating fifty-one (51) 

figures and the methods, data, results, and conclusions reporting on 

the effects of… in the following…” 
• Five published papers

• One unpublished manuscript

• One review article

• Three posters

• Three grant applications

• Four NIH grant progress reports

https://ori.hhs.gov/content/case-summary

https://ori.hhs.gov/content/case-summary-armstead-william-m


First attempt at developing unified guidelines and codes of 

conduct designed to foster greater integrity in research 

worldwide
• Product of the                                                                                     

2nd World                                                                                    

Conference on                                                                                    

Research Integrity
• 340 individuals                                                                                           

from 91 countries

Singapore Statement 2010

Image from https://wcrif.org/guidance/singapore-statement retrieved 2023- 08-09

https://wcrif.org/guidance/singapore-statement


Singapore Statement 2010

Image from https://www.wcrif.org/downloads/main-website/singapore-statements/224-singpore-statement-lettersize/file

retrieved 2023-08-09

https://www.wcrif.org/downloads/main-website/singapore-statements/224-singpore-statement-lettersize/file


Responsibilities
• Related to publishing
• Research findings

• Authorship

• Publication acknowledgment

• Peer review

• Conflict of interest

Singapore Statement 2010

Image from https://www.wcrif.org/downloads/main-website/singapore-statements/224-singpore-statement-lettersize/file

retrieved 2023-08-09

https://www.wcrif.org/downloads/main-website/singapore-statements/224-singpore-statement-lettersize/file


Recommendations related to publishing
• Best practices and ethical standards in conduct and reporting of 

research
• Accurate

• Clear

• Reproducible

• Unbiased

International Committee of Medical Journal Editors

Image from https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/about-the-recommendations/purpose-of-the-recommendations.html retrieved 2023-08-18

https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/about-the-recommendations/purpose-of-the-recommendations.html


Make research findings available
• Report findings openly
• Resources
• ICMJE Recommendations for the Conduct, Reporting, Editing, and 

Publication of Scholarly Work in Medical Journals

• Relevant reporting standards

Singapore Statement 2010

Image from https://www.wcrif.org/downloads/main-website/singapore-statements/224-singpore-statement-lettersize/file

retrieved 2023-08-09

https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/manuscript-preparation/preparing-for-submission.html
https://www.equator-network.org/
https://www.wcrif.org/downloads/main-website/singapore-statements/224-singpore-statement-lettersize/file


ICMJE – Research reporting recommendations

Items particularly relevant to research integrity

• Introduction
• Purpose / Research objective / Hypothesis tested

• Methods
• Detailed enough to be reproduced

• Statement of approval by an ethics committee, IRB

• Results
• Data on all primary and secondary outcomes mentioned in Methods

• Discussion
• Study limitations

https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/manuscript-preparation/preparing-for-submission.html

French translation with disclaimer: https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/translations/french2023.pdf

https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/manuscript-preparation/preparing-for-submission.html
https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/translations/french2023.pdf


ICMJE – Research reporting recommendations

Reporting standards
• Guidelines re: items to be included in research articles
• Based on study design
• E.g., CONSORT for randomized trials, STROBE for observational studies

• Improve the quality and completeness of reporting
• Address potential sources of bias 

• Good source
• EQUATOR Network 
• As of Sept 26, 2023, 579 reporting guidelines

• E.g., REFLECT for reporting randomized trials for livestock and food safety, 

ARRIVE for reporting any area of bioscience research using laboratory 

animals

Ihttps://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/manuscript-preparation/preparing-for-submission.html

http://www.equator-network.org/home/
https://meridian.cvm.iastate.edu/reflect/
https://arriveguidelines.org/
https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/manuscript-preparation/preparing-for-submission.html


Take responsibility for contributions to publications and 

acknowledge those who made significant contributions
• All those meeting authorship criteria should be co-authors

• Those not meeting authorship criteria should not be included

• Those making significant                                                                             

contributions, but not                                                                          

meeting authorship criteria,                                                                       

should be acknowledged
• Resources
• ICMJE Recommendations

• CRediT

Singapore Statement 2010

Image from https://www.wcrif.org/downloads/main-website/singapore-statements/224-singpore-statement-lettersize/file

retrieved 2023-08-09

https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html
https://credit.niso.org/
https://www.wcrif.org/downloads/main-website/singapore-statements/224-singpore-statement-lettersize/file


Four criteria related to authorship
1) Substantial contributions to the conception or design of the 

work; OR the acquisition, analysis, or interpretation of data for 

the work 

2) Drafting the work or revising it critically for intellectual content

3) Have final approval of the version to be published

4) Agree to be accountable for all aspects of the work you did 
• Authors need to meet all 4 criteria and all those meeting the criteria 

should be identified as authors

ICMJE – Authorship recommendations 

https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html

https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html


When performing peer review
• Provide fair and rigorous evaluations 

• Maintain confidentiality
• Resources
• ICMJE Recommendations

Singapore Statement 2010

Image from https://www.wcrif.org/downloads/main-website/singapore-statements/224-singpore-statement-lettersize/file

retrieved 2023-08-09

https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/responsibilities-in-the-submission-and-peer-peview-process.html#three
https://www.wcrif.org/downloads/main-website/singapore-statements/224-singpore-statement-lettersize/file


ICMJE – Peer review recommendations 

Guidance regarding how to treat manuscripts under review

• Manuscripts are the authors’ confidential property

• Disclosure of manuscript details could harm authors
• Reviewers should keep the information strictly confidential
• Do not discuss the authors’ work publicly

• Do not appropriate their ideas

• If a trainee contributed to the review, they must be acknowledged

• Comments should be constructive

• Any relationships that could bias the evaluation should be 

disclosed

• If there is a conflict, reviewers should recuse themselves

https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/responsibilities-in-the-submission-and-peer-peview-process.html#three

https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/responsibilities-in-the-submission-and-peer-peview-process.html#three
https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/responsibilities-in-the-submission-and-peer-peview-process.html#three


Provide disclosure of all potential conflicts of interest
• Financial and other forms of support that could compromise 

trustworthiness
• Resources
• ICMJE Recommendations

Singapore Statement 2010

Image from https://www.wcrif.org/downloads/main-website/singapore-statements/224-singpore-statement-lettersize/file

retrieved 2023-08-09

https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/author-responsibilities--conflicts-of-interest.html#two
https://www.wcrif.org/downloads/main-website/singapore-statements/224-singpore-statement-lettersize/file


ICMJE – Conflict of interest recommendations 

Guidance regarding information to include

• Disclosure of relationships and activities that could potentially 

bias the work
• For each author

• Source(s) of support
• Grants, drugs, equipment, and other support that facilitated conduct of the 

work or the writing of the manuscript

• Include sponsor names and roles in study design; data collection, analysis, 

and interpretation; any restrictions placed on submission of report for 

publication

• Authors’ access to study data

• Also provides a template
• ICMJE Disclosure Form

https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/author-responsibilities--conflicts-of-interest.html#two

https://www.icmje.org/downloads/coi_disclosure.docx
https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/author-responsibilities--conflicts-of-interest.html#two
https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/author-responsibilities--conflicts-of-interest.html#two


Importance of Publishing Ethics – Recent headlines

https://www.science.org/content/article/potential-fabrication-research-images-threatens-key-theory-

alzheimers-disease

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2022/jul/23/alzheimers-study-fraudulent

https://www.nbcnews.com/science/science-news/alzheimers-theory-undermined-accusations-fabricated-

research-rcna39843

https://www.science.org/content/article/potential-fabrication-research-images-threatens-key-theory-alzheimers-disease
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2022/jul/23/alzheimers-study-fraudulent
https://www.nbcnews.com/science/science-news/alzheimers-theory-undermined-accusations-fabricated-research-rcna39843


Importance of Publishing Ethics – Recent headlines

Falsification, fabrication of reported findings

• Potential consequences
• Waste of funds, time spent chasing bogus research

• Other potentially valid therapies not funded

• Potential harm to patients if regulators rely on bogus reports to 

approve drugs

• Loss of trust in researchers and research enterprise



Beyond Publishing

Questionable images in numerous Alzheimer’s articles

• Potential consequences of this and similar cases
• Waste of funds, time spent chasing bogus research

• Other potentially valid therapies not funded

• Potential harm to patients if regulators rely on bogus reports to 

approve drugs

• Loss of trust in science

Image from https://www.wcrif.org/downloads/main-website/singapore-statements/224-singpore-statement-lettersize/file

retrieved 2023-08-09

https://www.wcrif.org/downloads/main-website/singapore-statements/224-singpore-statement-lettersize/file


Recap

Publishing ethics and best practices

• Principles of Transparency and Best Practice in Scholarly 

Publishing

• Publisher’s responsibilities per COPE, DOAJ, OASPA, and WAME

• WCRIF Singapore Statement 2010 

• Guidelines meant to foster greater research integrity              

worldwide

• International Committee of Medical Journal Editors

• Best practices and ethical standards in conduct and                 

reporting of research 
Image by Kev from Pixabay
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Resources

Principles of Transparency and Best Practice in Scholarly 

Publishing
• https://publicationethics.org/resources

World Conferences on Research Integrity Foundation (WCRIF)
• Singapore Statement on Research Integrity (2010)

• Montreal Statement on Research Integrity in Cross-Boundary Research 

Collaborations (2013)

• Amsterdam Agenda to improve research integrity on a global scale 

(2017)

• Hong Kong Principles for assessing researchers (2019)

• Cape Town Statement on Fostering Research Integrity through Fairness 

and Equity (2022)

International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE)
• https://www.icmje.org/recommendations

https://publicationethics.org/resources/guidelines-new/principles-transparency-and-best-practice-scholarly-publishing
https://www.wcri2021.org/guidance/singapore-statement
https://www.wcri2021.org/guidance/montreal-statement
https://www.wcri2021.org/guidance/amsterdam-agenda
https://www.wcri2021.org/guidance/hong-kong-principles
https://www.wcri2021.org/guidance/cape-town-statement
https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/


Q&A
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This presentation is archived on the website of the Feed the Future 

Innovation Lab for Livestock Systems https://livestocklab.ifas.ufl.edu

https://livestocklab.ifas.ufl.edu/


Next webinar:  20 October 2023 (Friday)

Topic: BEING AN AUTHOR: WHAT DOES 

AUTHORSHIP ENTAIL?

Time: 8:00 a.m. U.S. Eastern Standard Time (EST)

Connect by Zoom: 
https://ufl.zoom.us/j/95299256589?pwd=M2t0UDlkckFRYXg2Rm0zdzNZSzU4QT09

https://ufl.zoom.us/j/95299256589?pwd=M2t0UDlkckFRYXg2Rm0zdzNZSzU4QT09
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