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Outline
Choosing a journal
• Scope, audience, reach, and metrics

Drafting the manuscript
• Determining the content

• Reporting standards 
• Organizing the manuscript

• ICMJE
• Journal’s formatting

• Follow journal’s instructions to authors
• Be mindful of limits to word counts, number of tables or 

figures, references



Publish



Publish

Chen R, Desai NR, Ross JS, et al. Publication and reporting of clinical trial results: cross sectional analysis 
across academic medical centers. BMJ. 2016;352:i637. Published 2016 Feb 17. doi:10.1136/bmj.i637



Publish
What and where?
• Presentations at conferences

• Poster and paper abstracts often published
• Journal articles

• Original research - clinical trial findings
• Study protocols

• Focus is on methods
• Reviews

• Possibly something from your dissertation, grant submission



Choosing an Appropriate Journal
Who do you want to reach?
• What databases do they use to find studies?

Can search by Subject



Choosing an Appropriate Journal
What journals in audience’s preferred database 
publish articles 
similar to yours?
• E.g., Dimensions

• Search by topic 
and look at Journal 
Titles

https://www.dimensions.ai/
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Choosing an Appropriate Journal
What journals in audience’s preferred database 
publish articles 
similar to yours?
• E.g., Dimensions

• Search by topic 
and look at Journal 
Titles

• Refine if too broad
• Narrower fields

https://www.dimensions.ai/



Choosing an Appropriate Journal
What journals in audience’s preferred database 
publish articles 
similar to yours?
• E.g., Dimensions

• Search by topic 
and look at Journal 
Titles

• Refine if too broad
• Until list is a good fit

https://www.dimensions.ai/



Choosing an Appropriate Journal
Who do you want to reach?

• What are the commonly cited journals in their field?
• Can use Journal Citation Reports (JCR) to generate list with IF

https://library.health.ufl.edu/find/databases/



Choosing an Appropriate Journal
What are the commonly cited journals in audience’s field?
• To generate a list in JCR: Browse by category
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• To generate a list in JCR: Browse by category



Choosing an Appropriate Journal
What are the commonly cited journals in audience’s field?
• To generate a list in JCR: Type word in search bar

Select Veterinary Sciences category



Choosing an Appropriate Journal
What are the commonly cited journals in audience’s field?
• Generate a list in JCR

• Can export to Excel file if signed in



Choosing an Appropriate Journal
Are there any research metrics of importance to you?
• What databases do you use to get those metrics?

• If the journal you are considering is not indexed by the database you 
use, it will not have metrics for your article

• Can do topic search to identify potential journals
• If the journal is not in JCR, it will not have a JIF



Choosing an Appropriate Journal
What does the journal home page have to say?
• Scope

• Subject matter
• Article types

• Case reports
• Reviews 
• Original research (study design, size)  

• Indexing
• Author guidelines

• Some journals more restrictive than others 
• Word counts, number of references, formatting style

• Cost
• Some charge thousands of dollars



Choosing an Appropriate Journal
Look at journal to determine fit

https://www.journalofdairyscience.org/



Choosing an Appropriate Journal
Look at journal to determine fit
• Aims and Scope

• Audience, subject matter, types of articles

https://www.journalofdairyscience.org/content/aims



Choosing an Appropriate Journal
Look at journal to determine fit
• Home page

https://www.journalofdairyscience.org/

Journal Impact Factor
Rank in categories



Choosing an Appropriate Journal
Look at journal to determine fit
• Home page

https://www.journalofdairyscience.org/



Choosing an Appropriate Journal
Where is the journal indexed?
• Does it appear in databases that:

1. Are used by your audience
2. Track your metrics of interest

https://www.journalofdairyscience.org/content/abstracting



Choosing an Appropriate Journal
Look at journal to determine fit
• Home page

https://www.journalofdairyscience.org/



Choosing an Appropriate Journal
Look at Instructions to Authors 
• Style and form for word counts, etc
• Policies for publication charges
• Reporting requirements

https://www.journalofdairyscience.org/content/inst-auth



Choosing an Appropriate Journal
Look to see what they require
• E.g., Style and Form for word counts, etc

https://els-jbs-prod-cdn.jbs.elsevierhealth.com/pb/assets/raw/Health%20Advance/journals/jods/JDS_Instruct_for_Contributors_SF.pdf



Choosing an Appropriate Journal
JAMA Instructions for Authors



Choosing an Appropriate Journal
Look at Instructions to Authors 
• Style and form for word counts, etc
• Policies for publication charges 
• Reporting requirements

https://www.journalofdairyscience.org/content/inst-auth



Choosing an Appropriate Journal
Look to see what it will cost to publish in this journal

https://els-jbs-prod-cdn.jbs.elsevierhealth.com/pb/assets/raw/Health%20Advance/journals/jods/JDS_Instruct_for_Contributors_Policies.pdf



Choosing an Appropriate Journal
Look at Instructions to Authors 
• Style and form for word counts, etc
• Policies for publication charges
• Reporting requirements

https://www.journalofdairyscience.org/content/inst-auth



Choosing an Appropriate Journal
Look for any reporting requirements

https://www.journalofdairyscience.org/reportingguidelines



Drafting the manuscript
Determining content using reporting standards
• What

• Guidelines re: items to be included in research articles
• Study design specific

• Why
• Useful as a template when writing
• Improve the quality and completeness 

of reporting
• Address potential sources of bias 
• Can enhance research replicability
• Can enhance readers’ ability to assess rigor
• If used during study design, could potentially improve rigor

• Where
• Meridian for research studies involving animals
• EQUATOR Network



Find Reporting Standards

https://meridian.cvm.iastate.edu/tools-for-checklists/



Find Reporting Standards

http://www.equator-network.org/



Find Reporting Standards

http://www.equator-network.org/



Find Reporting Standards

https://www.equator-network.org/reporting-guidelines/the-reflect-statement-methods-and-processes-of-creating-reporting-
guidelines-for-randomized-controlled-trials-for-livestock-and-food-safety-by-modifying-the-consort-statement/



Find Reporting Standards

https://www.equator-network.org/reporting-guidelines/the-reflect-statement-methods-and-processes-of-creating-reporting-
guidelines-for-randomized-controlled-trials-for-livestock-and-food-safety-by-modifying-the-consort-statement/



CONSORT (CONsolidated Standards of Reporting Trials) 
Statement
• Evidence-based recommendation from group of experts aimed 

at improving the reporting of RCTs
• Comprised of medical journal editors, clinical trialists, 

epidemiologists, and methodologists 
• Endorsed by many journals and editorial groups

• Required by some
• Main report for parallel arm design

• Multiple extensions to cover other designs 

Reporting Standards - CONSORT

http://www.consort-statement.org/about-consort/history



CONSORT 2010 Statement

http://www.consort-statement.org/Media/Default/Downloads/CONSORT%202010%20Statement/CONSORT%202010%20Statement%20(BMJ).pdf



CONSORT Flow Diagram



BMJ 2010;340:c869
doi: 10.1136/bmj.c869

CONSORT Checklist

http://www.consort-statement.org/download/Media/Default/Downloads/CONSORT%202010%20Checklist.doc



BMJ 2010;340:c869
doi: 10.1136/bmj.c869

CONSORT Checklist

http://www.consort-statement.org/download/Media/Default/Downloads/CONSORT%202010%20Checklist.doc



BMJ 2010;340:c869
doi: 10.1136/bmj.c869

CONSORT Checklist

http://www.consort-statement.org/download/Media/Default/Downloads/CONSORT%202010%20Checklist.doc



BMJ 2010;340:c869
doi: 10.1136/bmj.c869

REFLECT vs. CONSORT Checklist

https://meridian.cvm.iastate.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/reflectstatementchecklist.pdf



BMJ 2010;340:c869
doi: 10.1136/bmj.c869

REFLECT vs. CONSORT Checklist

https://meridian.cvm.iastate.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/reflectstatementchecklist.pdf



Organizing
• International Committee of Medical Journal Editors

• Recommendations for the Conduct, Reporting, Editing, and 
Publication of Scholarly Work in Medical Journals

Drafting the manuscript

http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf



Organizing
• Manuscript Sections

http://www.icmje.org/icmje-
recommendations.pdf

Drafting the manuscript



Organizing
• IMRAD for original research articles

• Introduction
• Background and why this study is necessary

• Methods
• What you did 

• Study design
• Results

• What you found 
• Just the objective facts, no interpretation

• Discussion
• What it means in the context of existing literature

Drafting the manuscript



Why the study was needed 
• REFLECT

Drafting the manuscript: Introduction

https://meridian.cvm.iastate.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/reflectstatementchecklist.pdf



How it was done 
• REFLECT

Drafting the manuscript: Methods

https://meridian.cvm.iastate.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/reflectstatementchecklist.pdf



What was found 
• REFLECT

Drafting the manuscript: Results

https://meridian.cvm.iastate.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/reflectstatementchecklist.pdf



What it means 
• REFLECT

Drafting the manuscript: Discussion

https://meridian.cvm.iastate.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/reflectstatementchecklist.pdf



Drafting the manuscript
Authorship
• ICMJE (need to meet all four criteria and those meeting the 

criteria should be identified as authors)
• Substantial contributions to the conception or design of the work; OR

the acquisition, analysis, or interpretation of data for the work 
• Drafting the work or revising it critically for intellectual content
• Have final approval of the version to be published
• Agree to be accountable for all aspects of the work you did

• Be able to identify which co-authors are responsible for other parts 
• Some journals have specific requirements

• E.g., list contributions of each author 



Drafting the manuscript
Authorship
• Journal of Dairy Science example

https://els-jbs-prod-cdn.jbs.elsevierhealth.com/pb/assets/raw/Health%20Advance/journals/jods/JDS_Instruct_for_Contributors_Policies.pdf



Recap
Selecting a journal
• Journal scope, reach, requirements

• Find a good fit for your article
Use reporting standards to guide content
• Checklist can be useful template

• Explanation / Examples
• Where to find them

• Meridian
• EQUATOR network

Organize per ICMJE recommendations
• IMRAD

Follow journal instructions
• Some automatically reject if certain requirements are not met



Upcoming Webinars
Fridays at 8 a.m. Eastern Time
May 13: From First Draft to Published Article: Navigating the publishing 
process
This webinar will cover the steps involved in getting a journal article published. The focus will be 
on the manuscript submission process including choosing a journal for your article, submitting 
the manuscript, understanding editorial decisions, revising the manuscript based on reviewer 
comments, and approving final page proofs.

June 10: Avoiding Predatory Journals: Make your publication count
This webinar will introduce the participants to predatory journals, how and why to avoid 
publishing in one, and best practices for determining where to publish.

June 24: Tools for Managing Your Researcher Profile
This webinar will introduce a number of tools participants can use to manage their researcher 
profile, including Google Scholar, Dimensions, Scopus, Web of Science, and Publons.



Q&A

Acknowledgements:
- University of Florida George A. Smathers Libraries

This presentation is archived on the website of the Feed the Future 
Innovation Lab for Livestock Systems https://livestocklab.ifas.ufl.edu

https://livestocklab.ifas.ufl.edu/


Next session on May 13th

From First Draft to 
Published Article: Navigating 
the publishing process

8:00 a.m. EST or UTC-04:00

Connect by Zoom

https://ufl.zoom.us/j/95990574236?pwd=Q29EUW5qZUlOOFdHVHBadVhERVZKdz09


www.feedthefuture.gov
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