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Predatory journals
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• Useful resources
• Think, Check, Submit

Determining where to publish
• Additional resources



What are predatory journals?
Also known as
• Pseudo-journals
• Deceptive journals
• Fake journals

Not to be confused with
• Open access (OA) journals



What are predatory journals?
Beall 2012 article1

• Predatory publishers
• Publish counterfeit journals to exploit the open-access (OA) model

• OA model: author pays to make article freely available to all
• Dishonest 

• Aim to dupe researchers
• Some make false claims regarding editorial board

• Not transparent
• Do not disclose APCs in advance
• https://www.nature.com/articles/489179a

1. Beall, J. Predatory publishers are corrupting open access. Nature. 2012;489:179. https://doi.org/10.1038/489179a 

https://www.nature.com/articles/489179a
https://doi.org/10.1038/489179a


What are predatory journals?
Grundniewicz et al 2019 definition
• Reached by consensus

• “Predatory journals and publishers are entities that prioritize self-
interest at the expense of scholarship and are characterized by false 
or misleading information, deviation from best editorial and 
publication practices, a lack of transparency, and/or the use of 
aggressive and indiscriminate solicitation practices.” 1

• https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-03759-y

1. Grudniewicz A, Moher D, Cobey KD, Bryson GL, Cukier S, Allen K, Ardern C, Balcom L, Barros T, Berger M, Ciro JB, 
Cugusi L, Donaldson MR, Egger M, Graham ID, Hodgkinson M, Khan KM, Mabizela M, Manca A, Milzow K, Mouton J, 

Muchenje M, Olijhoek T, Ommaya A, Patwardhan B, Poff D, Proulx L, Rodger M, Severin A, Strinzel M, Sylos-Labini M, 
Tamblyn R, van Niekerk M, Wicherts JM, Lalu MM. Predatory journals: no definition, no defence. Nature. 2019 

Dec;576(7786):210-212. doi: 10.1038/d41586-019-03759-y. PMID: 31827288.

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-03759-y


Poll: Have you ever received an email soliciting a 
manuscript?



Why avoid predatory journals?
Your work may go to waste
• May not reach your intended audience
• May not count toward promotion or tenure

May harm your reputation
• Article may suffer due to lack of peer review and quality control
• Those recognizing a predatory publication on your CV may 

question your judgment or motives



How to avoid predatory journals
Resources to use
• Think, Check, Submit

• Guides to choosing trusted publishers 
• https://thinkchecksubmit.org/

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/


How to avoid predatory journals
Resources to use
• Think, Check, Submit

• Checklist for assessing journals 
• https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals


How to avoid predatory journals
Resources to use
• Think, Check, Submit

• Checklist for assessing journals 
• https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals/french/

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals/french/


How to avoid predatory journals
Resources to use
• Think, Check, Submit

• Checklist for assessing journals 
• https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals


How to avoid predatory journals
Look at journal website
• Cross check information in ISSN Portal ISSN

Check in ISSN Portal
https://portal.issn.org/

https://portal.issn.org/api/search?search[]=MUST=a
llissnbis=%220022-0302%22&search_id=18451225

https://portal.issn.org/


How to avoid predatory journals
Resources to use
• Think, Check, Submit

• Checklist for assessing journals 
• https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals


How to avoid predatory journals
Look at journal website
• Can you easily identify and contact the publisher?

https://www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-dairy-science

https://www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-dairy-science


How to avoid predatory journals
Resources to use
• Think, Check, Submit

• Checklist for assessing journals 
• https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals


How to avoid predatory journals
Look at journal website
• Is the journal clear about the type of peer review it uses?

https://www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-dairy-science

https://www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-dairy-science


How to avoid predatory journals
Resources to use
• Think, Check, Submit

• Checklist for assessing journals 
• https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals


How to avoid predatory journals
Look at journal website
• Are articles indexed and/or archived in dedicated services?

https://www.journalofdairyscience.org/content/aims-scope

Where can articles be found?
- What databases to search?

https://www.journalofdairyscience.org/content/aims-scope


How to avoid predatory journals
Look at journal website
• Are articles indexed and/or archived in dedicated services?

https://www.journalofdairyscience.org/issue/S0022-0302(17)X7895-8

Where can articles be found?
- Where are they stored?

https://www.journalofdairyscience.org/issue/S0022-0302(17)X7895-8


How to avoid predatory journals
Look at journal website
• Are articles indexed and/or archived in dedicated services?

https://www.portico.org/coverage/titles/?keyword=journal+of+dairy+science&filter_by%5B%5D=e-journal

Can search for title
https://www.portico.org/

https://www.portico.org/coverage/titles/?keyword=journal+of+dairy+science&filter_by%5B%5D=e-journal
https://www.portico.org/


How to avoid predatory journals
Look at journal website
• Are articles indexed and/or archived in dedicated services?

https://sciencevio.com/archive/ZGlsZWVwMjI1Ml85

No archived volumes

https://sciencevio.com/archive/ZGlsZWVwMjI1Ml85


How to avoid predatory journals
Resources to use
• Think, Check, Submit

• Checklist for assessing journals 
• https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals


How to avoid predatory journals
Look at journal website
• Is it clear what fees will be charged?

https://www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-dairy-science

https://www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-dairy-science


How to avoid predatory journals
Look at journal website
• Is it clear what fees will be charged?

https://www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-dairy-science

https://www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-dairy-science


How to avoid predatory journals
Resources to use
• Think, Check, Submit

• Checklist for assessing journals 
• https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals


How to avoid predatory journals
Look at journal website
• Are guidelines provided for authors?

https://www.journalofdairyscience.org/content/inst-auth

Instructions to Authors

https://www.journalofdairyscience.org/content/inst-auth


How to avoid predatory journals
Resources to use
• Think, Check, Submit

• Checklist for assessing journals 
• https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals


How to avoid predatory journals
Look at journal website
• Is the publisher a member of a recognized industry initiative?

https://www.journalofdairyscience.org/content/aims-scope

https://www.journalofdairyscience.org/content/aims-scope


How to avoid predatory journals
Resources to use
• Think, Check, Submit

• Checklist for assessing journals 
• https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals


How to avoid predatory journals
Look at journal website
• Verify claims

https://www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-dairy-science

Journal Impact Factor
Check in JCR

https://www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-dairy-science


How to avoid predatory journals
Look at journal website
• Verify claims

https://mjl.clarivate.com/search-results

Journal Impact Factor claim
Check in JCR

View profile page (need free login)



How to avoid predatory journals
Look at journal website
• Verify claims

https://mjl.clarivate.com/search-results

Journal Impact Factor claim
Check in JCR



Beyond merely avoiding predatory journals
“Is this a predatory journal?” is often the wrong question
• Rather than spending time on questionable journals, focus on 

identifying journals that best meet your needs 
Take a more strategic approach to choosing a journal in which 
to publish
• Who do you want to reach? 
• What metrics are important to you and where do you get them?
• Search relevant databases to find journals that publish articles 

like the one you have in mind
• Check journal website for fit

• Checklists can be useful at this point



Choosing an appropriate journal
Look at journal website to determine fit

https://www.journalofdairyscience.org/content/aims

Aims & Scope
- Types of articles

- Content areas
- Audience



Choosing an appropriate journal
Where is the journal indexed?
• Does it appear in databases that:

1. Are used by your audience
2. Track your metrics of interest

https://www.journalofdairyscience.org/content/abstracting

Where can articles be found?



Choosing an appropriate journal
Where is the journal indexed?
• Journal selection criteria

• Study protocols
• Good for replicability and transparency

• Reviews
• Possibly something from your dissertation, grant submission

• In journals that will reach your audience
• In databases they use when searching for information 
• Accessible to them

• Research4life content providers 
https://portal.research4life.org/content/publishers

• https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medline/medline_journal_selection.html

https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medline/medline_journal_selection.html

https://portal.research4life.org/content/publishers
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medline/medline_journal_selection.html
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medline/medline_journal_selection.html


Choosing an appropriate journal
Where is the journal indexed?
• MEDLINE evaluates based on five critical elements

• Scope and coverage
• Editorial policies and processes

• Ethical and transparent policies
• Scientific/Methodological rigor

• Covers many items recommended by reporting standards
• E.g.,  Are study methods described in enough detail that the research could be 

reproduced?
• Production and administration

• E.g., Are there indicators of sufficient editorial attention? 
• Impact

https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medline/medline_journal_selection.html

https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medline/medline_journal_selection.html


Example: Invitation to join editorial board of a journal



Example: Invitation to join editorial board - Assess the 
journal

https://www.peertechzpublications.com/journals/journal-of-hiv-for-clinical-and-scientific-research

Read some articles

Look at Editorial Board



Example: Invitation to join editorial board 

I’ve never published anything on HIV



Additional resources
Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) 
• Primarily aimed at scholarly journal editors and publishers 

• https://publicationethics.org/ 
• COPE Council. COPE Discussion Document: Predatory 

Publishing. Nov 2019. https://doi.org/10.24318/cope.2019.3.6
Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)
• Provides access to quality, peer-reviewed journals 

• https://doaj.org/

https://publicationethics.org/
https://doi.org/10.24318/cope.2019.3.6
https://doaj.org/


Additional resources
Article
• Nepal

Shrestha J, Timsina KP, Subedi S. Predatory vs Legitimate Publishing And Its Consequences: A Review. 
Qualitative and Quantitative Methods in Libraries. 2021;10(2):169-176. Available at: http://www.qqml-

journal.net/index.php/qqml/article/view/705. Date accessed: 01 June 2022.

http://www.qqml-journal.net/index.php/qqml/article/view/705


Recap
Predatory journals
• What they are
• Why to avoid them
• How to avoid them

• Useful resources
• Think, Check, Submit

Proactively choose a journal in which to publish
• Focusing on identifying the journal that best meets your needs 

will likely lead you to trustworthy journals and away from 
predatory journals



Upcoming Webinars
Fridays at 8 a.m. Eastern Time

June 24: Tools for Managing Your Researcher Profile
This webinar will introduce a number of tools participants can use to manage their researcher 
profile, including Google Scholar, Dimensions, Scopus, Web of Science, and Publons.



Q&A
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This presentation is archived on the website of the Feed the Future 
Innovation Lab for Livestock Systems https://livestocklab.ifas.ufl.edu

https://livestocklab.ifas.ufl.edu/


Next session on June 24th

Tools for Managing Your 
Researcher Profile

8:00 a.m. EST or UTC-04:00

Connect by Zoom

https://ufl.zoom.us/j/95990574236?pwd=Q29EUW5qZUlOOFdHVHBadVhERVZKdz09


www.feedthefuture.gov
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