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Floridan Aquifer

• Primary drinking water source
• Supports major agricultural industry
• Supports unique ecosystems



Producers Environmentalists
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Responses from sampled producers:
• Do not believe they are recognized as good stewards of the land
• Economics is often not taken into account
• Environmentalists’ positions are extreme

Responses from sampled environmentalists:
• Producers prioritize their operations above the environment 
• Appropriateness of certain types of agriculture in the region

What do they not agree on?



Co-orientation model
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How concerned are you about water [pollution 
or availability] in the region?

High levels 
of concern

[not at all (1) to very much (5)]



What are your priorities for water in the region?

High priority for crops and 
ecosystems, not urban 

[not a priority (1) to high priority (5)]



How much of a problem do you think each of the 
following are in the region?

Significant 
differences on 

agriculture

Agreement on 
municipal and 

ecosystem

[not a problem (1) to a big problem (5)]



Mental model: Structure of a person’s 
thoughts about how something works

“small scale model of reality”
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Mental models are incomplete representations of reality

Gaps in mental models are often filled by assumptions

Leads to misunderstanding and miscommunication
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Interaction may not help



Skills for bridging mental models

Reflection Inquiry Advocacy
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• Make stakeholders (and 
yourself) aware of their 
own thinking and 
reasoning processes. 

• Help them distinguish 
between actual data and 
abstractions

• Joint learning process to 
understand the thinking 
of other stakeholders

• Helping each other 
investigate their 
assumptions about one 
another

• Communicating one’s own 
thinking (mental model)

Skills for bridging mental models

Reflection Inquiry Advocacy



Questions
Sadie Hundemer, Assistant Professor
Agricultural Education and Communication


	Avoiding false conflict, false consensus, and mental biases
	Floridan Aquifer
	Slide Number 3
	What do they not agree on?
	Co-orientation model
	Co-orientation Model
	Co-orientation Model
	Co-orientation Model
	Co-orientation Model
	Co-orientation Model
	Co-orientation Model
	Co-orientation Model
	Co-orientation Model
	Co-orientation Model
	Co-orientation Model
	Co-orientation Model
	Co-orientation Model
	Co-orientation Model
	How concerned are you about water [pollution or availability] in the region?
	What are your priorities for water in the region?
	How much of a problem do you think each of the following are in the region?
	Mental model: Structure of a person’s thoughts about how something works��“small scale model of reality”
	Mental model: Structure of a person’s thoughts about how something works��“small scale model of reality”
	Mental models are incomplete representations of reality���Gaps in mental models are often filled by assumptions���Leads to misunderstanding and miscommunication
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Interaction may not help
	Skills for bridging mental models
	Skills for bridging mental models
	Skills for bridging mental models
	Skills for bridging mental models
	Questions

