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Setting the scene: what are aflatoxins and why 
do they matter
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BACKGROUND

New York Times. March 5, 1989. 
https://www.nytimes.com/1989/03/05/opinion/the-poison-in-the-corn.html

“The Poison in the Corn”?
“Eat and Die”?  Maize, sorghum, groundnut are

important staple crops around the
world.1.

 However, these staple crops can be highly
toxic to humans and animals.1.

 Certain types of fungus that grow on
them can produce aflatoxins—toxic
compounds which can cause health
problems in humans and animals1.

Aflatoxins:
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FOODS FREQUENTLY CONTAMINATED BY 
AFLATOXINS
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HOW CAN 
AFLATOXIN 

CONTAMINATE
STAPLE CROPS?

From: Logrieco et al. in The Mycotox Charter: Increasing Awareness of, and Concerted Action for, Minimizing Mycotoxin Exposure Worldwide. 2018
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WHAT ARE THE 
POSSIBLE 

EFFECTS OF 
CONSUMING 

FOODS 
CONTAMINATED 

WITH 
AFLATOXIN? 
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WHAT IS THE PROBLEM THAT CONCERNS US THE 
MOST WITH AFLATOXINS?

The affects of Aflatoxins on the Food Chain, 2017
https://www.pocketdiagnostic.com/affects-aflatoxins-food-chain
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WHERE HAVE AFLATOXINS BEEN REPORTED?
Worldwide prevalence for aflatoxin in feedstuffs, expressed as percentages. Based on scientific reports from each country. 

From: Molina et al. in A Focus on Aflatoxins in Feedstuffs: Levels of Contamination, Prevalence, Control Strategies, and Impacts on Animal Health. 2017



Your logo 
ere

AFLATOXINS AFFECT THE 
ENTIRE FOOD SYSTEM

From: Center for Environmental Transformation. Camden, New Jersey 2015. http://www.goodfoodworld.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/Food-System.jpg
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